


Overview

� What is the Joint Ocean Commission 
Initiative?

� What are the Initiative’s current priorities?

� How is the Initiative pursuing those 
priorities?

� Engagement at the national level

� Engagement in states and regions

� Recent activity and upcoming opportunities



What is the Joint Initiative?

� Led by Admiral James D. Watkins and                     

the Honorable Leon E. Panetta

� Guided by a ten-member Task Force                 

(five from each Commission) 

� Meridian Institute coordinates the design and 

implementation and serves as the secretariat 

for the Joint Initiative



� Accelerate the pace of change toward 
meaningful ocean and coastal policy reform at 
all levels of government 

� Build upon the consensus processes, diverse 
membership, and outcomes of the two 
Commissions

� Broaden the base of involved parties and build 
awareness of the importance of ocean policy 
reform

Joint Ocean Commission Initiative



Current Priorities

� Oceans and climate change

� National ocean governance reform

� Regional and state ocean governance reform

� International leadership

� Research, science, and education

� Fisheries management reform

� New funding for ocean policy and programs



Engagement at the National Level

� Seek and create opportunities to inform members 
of the Administration and Congress of the 
Initiative's priorities

� Build diverse coalitions to send coordinated 
messages

� Coordinate activities and messages with others in 
the ocean community

� Place articles and op-eds in national media



Engagement in States and Regions

� Identify, engage in, and help catalyze action on 
local, state, and regional ocean-related initiatives

� Seek involvement in states and regions where the 
Joint Initiative’s presence brings value added to 
existing or potential efforts 

� Gulf of Mexico

� California/West Coast

� Mid-Atlantic

� Northeast

� Regional ocean governance workshop



� Developed in response 
to letter from 
bipartisan group of 10 
Senators

� Asked Joint Initiative 
for top 10 priorities to 
implement 
Commissions’
recommendations

� Requested associated 
funding analysis

� Released June 2006 at 
press conference with 
Senators Mikulski and 
Dodd



� Developed as a 
resource for Congress, 
Administration, and 
others regarding 
ocean policy reform

� Recently accompanied 
a “dear colleague”
letter from chairs of 
House Ocean Caucus 
urging House 
leadership on ocean 
policy



Recent Activity

Assesses the nation’s 
collective progress 
toward implementing a 
coordinated, 
comprehensive, and 
coherent national ocean 
policy that is consistent 
with the 
recommendations of the 
two Commissions. 


