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United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

June 13, 2006
Dear Senators:

The Joint Ocean Commission Initiative is pleased to submit for your consideration the enclosed report,
From Sea to Shining Sea: Priorities for Ocean Policy Reform. The report responds to your letter requesting the
Joint Initiative to identify the ten ocean-related governance, science, and education reforms of highest
priority to members of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Commission. We
appreciate the opportunity to provide input to your important work, and we applaud the Senate’s
leadership and commitment to more sustainable management of our oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes, as
evidenced by the chamber’s continuing action on ocean-related legislation.

The enclosed report describes ten actions on which the Congress should focus to make meaningful
progress on ocean policy reform consistent with the two Commissions” recommendations. Each of the ten
is of critical importance if we are to address both the short- and long-term challenges facing our oceans
and coasts. They range from specific, near-term actions, such as passage of currently pending legislation,
to long-term fundamental reforms, such as the establishment of new regimes for facilitating the
coordination of federal, state, and regional ocean efforts, which will require significant commitment if they
are to be realized. Finally, we also offer specific suggestions about funding levels needed to implement the
actions described in the report.

The Joint Ocean Commission Initiative is grateful for this opportunity, and we stand ready to work with
you and your Congressional colleagues to make meaningful progress on ocean policy reform. While there
are many significant challenges ahead, there is also cause for great optimism that we as a nation can adjust
our course. Working together, we can ensure that the oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes are healthy and
productive, now and for future generations.

Sincerely,

(D ket

James D. Watkins Leon E. Panetta
Admiral, U.S. Navy (Retired) Chair, Pew Oceans Commission
Chair, U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy

c/o Meridian Institute / 1920 L Street NW, Suite 500 / Washington, DC/20036-5037
202-354-6444 tel / 202-354-6441 fax / www.jointoceancommission.org
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John Adams
President, Natural Resources Defense Council
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Ted A. Beattie
President and CEO, John G. Shedd Aquarium

Eileen Claussen

President and Chair of the Board,
Pew Center on Global Climate Change

Ann D’ Amato

Chief of Staff, Office of City Attorney,
Los Angeles
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Paul G. Gaffney Il
President, Monmouth University
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Robert D. Ballard
Professor, Graduate School of Oceanography,
University of Rhode Island
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Lillian C. Borrone
Former Assistant Executive Director,
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
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James M. Coleman
Professor, Coastal Studies Institute,
Louisiana State University

Lawrence R. Dickerson
President and COOQO,
Diamond Offshore Drilling, Inc.

(. £

Carlotta A. Leon Guerrero
Executive Director, Ayuda Foundation,
Micronesia Medical Missions
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Mike Hayden
Secretary, Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks

Marc J. Hershman
Professor, School of Marine Affairs,
University of Washington
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Charles F. Kennel
Director, Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of California, San Diego
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Christopher L. Koch
President and CEO, World Shipping Council

Frank E. Muller-Karger
Professor, College of Marine Science,
University of South Florida
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Pietro Parravano
President, Institute for Fisheries Resources
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Geoffrey Heal
Professor, Graduate School of Business,
Columbia University
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Paul L. Kelly
Consultant, Rowan Companies, Inc.
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Tony Knowles
Former Governor of Alaska
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Jane Lubchenco
Professor, Department of Zoology
Oregon State University
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Julie Packard
Executive Director, Monterey Bay Aquarium
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Governor George E. Pataki
State of New York
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Edward B. Rasmuson Joseph P. Riley, Jr.
Chairman of the Statewide Advisory Board, Mayor of Charleston, South Carolina
Wells Fargo Bank
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David Rockefeller, Jr. Andrew A. Rosenberg
Vice Chair, National Park Foundation Professor, Department of Natural Resources

and Institute for the Study of Earth,
Oceans and Space
University of New Hampshire
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William D. Ruckelshaus Roger T. Rufe, Jr.
Strategic Director, Madrona Venture Group President, The Ocean Conservancy
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Paul A. Sandifer Kathryn Sullivan
Senior Scientist, National Oceanic and Atmospheric President and CEO,
Administration Center of Science and Industry
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Patten D. White
CEO, Maine Lobstermen’s Association



