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2006 U.S. Ocean Policy Report Card news briefs appeared in the following
news outlets:

Coast Lines: State earns high marks on ocean report card
February 1, 2007 | Santa Cruz Sentinel (CA)

State

California made the grade in a new Ocean Policy Report Card issued Tuesday by the Joint Ocean
Commission Initiative. The state rose to the head of the class with an A-, compared to a C- grade for
national ocean governance reform.

The Natural Resources Defense Council said that California deserves special recognition for creating a
network of marine protected areas, akin to national parks and wildlife refuges on land; implementing
an interagency council to promote coordination and innovation; and establishing an ocean trust fund to
help finance the transition to a healthy ocean. California's move toward a holistic approach is an
important shift away from managing on a species-by-species basis, which often misses broader
systemic threats, the group said.

U.S. gets C- on oceans
January 31, 2007 | Albuquerque Tribune (NM)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year, but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said.

Overall, the U.S. earned a “C-“ grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration

between the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans Commission. That
was a slight improvement over a “D+” grade on the commission's report card for 2005.

U.S. rates C-minus on ocean protection

January 31, 2007 | Edmonton Journal (Alberta)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year, but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said Tuesday.
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Overall, the United States earned a C-minus grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a
collaboration between the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans
Commission.

That was a slight improvement over a D-plus grade on the commission's report card for 2005.

Grade on guarding oceans up to C-
January 31, 2007 | Charlotte Observer (NC)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year, but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said Tuesday. Overall, the U.S.
earned a “C-“grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration between the U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans Commission. That was a slight
improvement over a “D+” grade on the commission's report card for 2005. — Associated Press

U.S. ocean policy gets a C-

January 31, 2007 | Austin American-Statesman (TX)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year, but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed changes, a commission on ocean policy said. The U.S. earned a C- grade
from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration between the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans Commission. That was a slight improvement over a D+
grade on the commission's report card for 2005. President Bush last week proposed an 8 percent
increase in the $1.75 billion federal budget for coastal and marine conservation programs.

January 31, 2007 | The Washington Post

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said yesterday.

Overall, the nation earned a “C-minus” grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a
collaboration between the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans
Commission. That was a slight improvement over a D-plus on the commission's report card for 2005.

President Bush last week proposed an 8 percent increase in the $1.75 billion federal budget for coastal
and marine conservation programs.—From News Services
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Progress on saving oceans
January 31, 2007 | Newsday (NY — Nassau & Suffolk Edition)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said yesterday. Overall, the
United States earned a “C-“ grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration between
the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans Commission, The
Associated Press reported. That was a slight improvement over the “D+” grade for 2005. President
George W. Bush last week proposed an 8 percent increase in the $1.75-billion federal budget for coastal
and marine conservation programs. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would get
most of the additional $143-million budget request. The joint commission praised Congress and the
Bush administration for winning passage of “long-overdue” federal fisheries reform, but warned more
needs to be done. Bush's designation of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National
Monument will help protect nearly 140,000 square miles of islands, atolls and oceans, the panel added.
But education, research and international leadership need to be substantially improved, the
commission said.

January 31, 2007 | Orlando Sentinel (FL)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said Tuesday. Overall, the U.S.
earned a C-minus grade from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration between the U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy and the privately funded Pew Oceans Commission. That was a slight
improvement from a D-plus on the commission's report card for 2005.

A Passing Grade

January 31, 2007 | Rocky Mountain News (CO)

The United States made modest progress on protecting its oceans last year, but still needs to boost
funding for desperately needed reforms, a commission on ocean policy said Tuesday.

C- grade is what the U.S. earned from the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, a collaboration between
the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Commission. That was a slight
improvement over a "D+" on the United States' report card for 2005. — Associated Press



